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LETTEES FROM HON. HENRY LAURENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[Continued from the July number.'] 

[16.] 
My Dear Son 

After I had embarked on board Le Despenser the 
7th Tjjto 15 i wro te you as well as circumstances would permit 
a few Lines in answer to yours of the 3? which reached me 
on the point of departing from Falmouth, my Letter was 
sent on Shoar to be put into the Post office by persons who 
are strangers to me, the consideration of which has led me to 
this particular retrospect. 

I had in the general an excellent passage from Falmouth to 
the Coast of Carolina, fair Wind & pleasant mild air, we 
got into sounding 15 fathem the 324 day but happened to fall 
in soward of the Bar which converted the fair into an adverse 
Wind & gave us the trouble of two days beating up — In 
the evening of the Second an unskilful young "Man was put 
on board our Vessel in Character of a Pilot & he took upon 
himself the charge of conducting her the next day into this 

15 November 7, 1774. 
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Harbour, but an hour before midnight I felt a violent shock 
in Bed which awoke & startled me up, Gracious God said 
I surely the Vessel Struck Ground this Instant or I dreamt 
so, the murmur was scarcely expressed, when I heard the 
Captains Voice, Oh, I shall loose my Ship, My Dear Mv Lau- 
rens I shall loose my Ship ! Ah Sir Ah Captain 1 answered, 
I am sorry for your loss but compose yourself be steady 
recover your spirits & let us think of means for saving Lives — 
then I hastned upon Deck where the Wind blew Strong, it 
was freezing piercing cold & a rough sea but less so than it 
would have been had not the Wind blown from the Land 
side — uncomfortable weather for swimming or attempting the 
escape of twenty one persons in two small inconvenient Boats 
Breakers to be encountered, ten or twelve Miles from shoar 
& seven long hours of Night before us aperceiving the com- 
mander continued wailing & discomposed I addressed my old 
acquaintance the Master Talbot & his Brother the Mate both 
active seamen admonished them to be steady not alarmed — 
the pilot I comforted dont be frighted pilot by the accident — 
recollect yourself, think where we are & of means for getting 
us off again if possible — I ran below & brought up two 
Lanthorns with Lighted candles & prevailed on the Boatswain 
to heist them on the Ensign Staff to shew our distress to 
Vessels which were following us in order to claim their Aid 
as well as to caution one in particular which was very near 
& coming hastily into the same danger, this ship had the 
good effect of turning that Vessel instantly back again, in 
the meantime Master Talbot his Brother & the clever young 
fellows under them were acting their parts with judgement & 
boldness — do this — do that said Talbot & he was obeyed, the 
ship struck about eleven times, the scene was awful, a high 
Wind, excessively cold thumping amidst Breakers on a Bank 
in the open Ocean in the fore part of a long Night Boats not 
good — I then thought of a phrase in one of your last Letters, 
"Stageless Voyage" so descriptive of Eternity, I considered 
or rather the thought was continued in my mind (hat I was 
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born to Die & I did not find myself miserable in the seem- 
ing extremity, I was a helpless hand & could do nothing 
more than to repeat & press my advice to those who were 
skilful & could work, to be steady & undaunted which I 
perceived had a good effect, the people were animated active 
and calm, very proper means was used & it was fortunately 
for us a flowing Tide, the ship was got off & into deep Water 
again — we narrowly & amazingly escaped — I felt an humble 
thankful heart & retired to my Bed again, privacy was then 
fittest. — next Morning that is to say yesterday we took in 
another Pilot who brought our Vessel to Anchor about Noon 
not far from oposite to M. T . Eose's Wharf 1C where I lauded & 
proceeded immediately to this House ,7 uncertain whether my 
Brother had removed from it or not, I found no body here 
but three of our old Domestics Stepny Exeter & big Hagar, 
those drew tears from me by iheir humble & affectionate 
salutes & congratulations my Knees were clasped, my hands 
kissed my very feet embraced & nothing less than a very, I 
cant say fair, but full — Buss of my Lips would satisfy the old 
man weeping & sobbing in my Face — the kindest enquiries 
over & over again were made concerning Master Jacky 
Master Harry Master Jemmy — they [ *] 

me held my hands hung upon me I could scarcely get from 
them — Ah said the old man I never thought to see you again 
now 1 am happy — Ah I never thought to see you again now 
I am happy — Ah I never thought to see you again — 

16 "Yesterday arrived here, after a Passage of only 34 Days from 
Falmouth, the Le Despenser Packet-Boat, Captain Pond; in which 
came Passenger Colonel Henky Laurens, of this Town. " — The South- 
Carolina Gazette, Monday, December 12, 1774. 

"His Majesty's Packet-Boat Le Despencer, Captain William Pond, 
arrived here on the 11th Instant, in 34 Days from Falmouth, in whom 
came Passenger Colonel Henry Laurens." — The South- Carolina 
Gazette; And Country Journal, Tuesday, December 20, 1774. 

1' Probably the old fashioned house at the southeast corner of East 
Bay and Laurens Streets in Ansonborough, once the home of Hon. 
Henry Laurens. 

Undecipherable word. 



266 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

I broke my way through these humble sincere friends thank- 
ing them a thousand times for such marks of their affections 
& proceeded to Broad Street where I had the pleasure of 
meeting your Uncle & Aunt Laurens & your Sisters in their 
New House all in good health & M r Gervais Ml Gadden 
M. r . Tho Smith & Peter presently called there upon me, to 
day many other friends & acquaintance have done me the 
same honour I have seen M?. Manigault & his family, 

Governor Bull Doctor Garden & am but just returned 
near 8 oClock in the Evening to this great empty House in 
order to write as much as I can by Capt. White who will sail 
for England to morrow perhaps my papers may be put into 
the hands of your old school fellow M r Pringle 18 whose Papa 
called in my absence & left notice that his Son was going to 
London in Cap* Whites Yessel 19 with offers of his service. 

1 have only learned since my arrival what I suppose you have 
known for a months past I mean of our American public 
affairs, that the Inhabitants of 12 United Links of this Chain 
of Colonies from New Hampshire to South Carolina have 
unanimously determined to make a firm and steady opposition 
to the measures adopted by Administration for enslaving us 
& our posterity — there is a spirit here which surpasses all 
expectation its continuance will depend upon the Wisdom & 
policy of those Resolutions & associations by which we are at 
present bound — These I have not yet seen, no doubt you 
have as they are before this day made public in all parts of 
Great Britain, fathom them & give me your opinion — don't 

18 John Julius Pringle, son of Hon. Robert Pringle. 

19 "Yesterday Mr. Pringle, Son of Robert Pringle, Esq; Mr. Milne 
of ManchesteEj-Mr_ Hopkins, Capt. William Pickles and some others, 
embarked and sailed for London, in the Ship Carolina-Packet, Capt. 
White." — The South-Carolina and American General Gazette., Fri- 
day. December 16, 1774. 

"Last Thursday embarked, in the Ship Carolina-Packet, Capt. 
White, for London, Capt. William Pickles, Mr. Milne of Manchester, 
Mr. John Pritigle, one of the sons of Robert Pringle, Esq; and Mr. 
William Hopkins.''— The Sou'h-CaroUnftr Gazette, Monday, Decem- 
ber 19, 1774. 
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lake either side & form a partial opinion — but reflect well 
before you write, I write this hint because I know you are 
an American Zealot & may be in good time an Enthusiast — 
I am both where I see they way clear before me. — therefore 

1 am so in the grand points of our Controversy 1 look 

forward now & perceive more fully those impending dis- 
tresses which I have often pointed out to you, as the certain 
consequence of tenacity on both parts, but many people here 
I fear are not aware of them 1 am not afraid of encoun- 
tering even poverty — if we are all of the same opinion we 

shall in time surmount every difficulty but where am I 

running to — the Vessel is to sail to Morrow Morning — I must 
conclude * — » 

MY Pringle and his son have called on me again, I have 
ventured to assure the young Gentleman that you will wait 
on hi in immediately upon his arrival in London you know 
I have a regard for his Father & I believe you Love the 
Son — I mean we regard both — 

Mr Gadsden desires to present his Compliments to yoa & on 
his Account I request you to procure if possible two or three 
public Leidgers dated the 6^ h August 1774 & send them to 
me by the first opportunity — pray dont forget this Commis- 
sion — 

I believe it will be impossible for me to write to any other of 
my friends in England by this Vessel present me in the 
most respectful terms to each of them as if I had not given a 
schedule of names — the next Packet will convey my deaties to 
all of them tell M r Manning that I am not insensible of my 
neglect to inclose the Bill on M r . Danoot as mentioned in my 
Letter of the 7* h Ul to he will receive it in a few days — Your 
friends & Relations here have all charged me to present their 
Love Compliments & good wishes to you Intreat you my 
Dear Son do not be sparing in your addresses to your Uncle & 
Aunt to Doctor Garden & tis with pleasure I inform you 
that your Uncle assures me of the sobriety & perfect good 
behaviour of your old Tutor & friend Eusebius for whom he 
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expresses great friendship therefore the evil report by Felia 

must have been a slander taken up at second hand — 

My Love to your Dear Brother they will also soon hear from 

me Remember I be seecli you the petition which I made at 

Falmouth for your protection to them & their Brother my 

three sons — all sources of my happiness or Woe — 

I have no doubt of your friendship on this or any other account 

for your faithful servant & most affectionate Father' — > 20 

[17.] 

Addressed .• M?_John Laurens 

at Ml__0. Bicknell's 
f) Le Despenser Chancery Lane 

Capt Pond London 

2 D Q „ 

. Postmarked : Charles 
Town 



Charles Town So Carolina 4* h January 1775. 
My Dear Son ' — > 

Since my last Letter of the 19!* Ult? was 
dispatched to you by the Swallow Packet your several favours 
of the 4* 5'k & 15* November are come to hand & have 
afforded me much satisfaction ' — > 

Your determination respecting the proposed journey to Bristol 
discovered a wise attention to the business before you, that 
business is of the utmost importance to you — your future 
Fame & happiness depend greatly upon your present course 
of study & nothing less than constant application & persever- 
ance can Insure you success. — an acquaintance with M. 1 . Har- 

20 This letter is undated and unsigned and contains no direction or 
endorsement. It is probably Mr. Laurens's first draft of, or a copy 
of, a letter which he sent to his son by the Carolina Packet, which 
left Charles Town December 15, 1774. 



LETTERS FEOM HON. HENRY LAURENS TO HIS SON JOHN. 269 

grave I hope will be advantageous to you — the Newspapers 
which you sent me by the Beaufain advise of the death of 
our late friend Peter Taylor & of course you have lost all the 
expected benefits of his intended Introductions — before this 
day, M r Oswald has probably conducted you into some circle 
of his friends in the Law, be that as it may, be discreet in 
all things, be your own friend & the World will be yours — 
You will also be a friend & a parent to your Brothers & 
Sisters, I have a great charge committed to me & in the 
course of God's providence you are commissioned to be second 
in command — some portion of the general Duty is already 
fallen to your Lot & you should exercise your thoughts betimes 
in reflexions upon the task which you must engage in when- 
ever I am cut off Your Uncle's determination to live in 

private, MT Manigault's great age & many avocations in his 
own family, leave me but little hopes of much aid from those 
friends, M? Gervais's bad health, Young family & other 
circumstances forbid my dependence upon him in any great 
degree, I might go on to enumerate impediments to my 
expectations from other old friends & objections to making 
new ones, but in a word you are the Man, the proper Man t(i 
be my friend while [ Live, & the friend of my younger 
family after my Death, you therefore on whom, next to God, 
I rely, will meditate on the subject & endeavour to qualify 
yourself for discharging the duty which may be required 
from you — thank God I am in as good health & Spirits as I 
can desire, better health indeed than when 1 left Fludyer 
Street, for I can now walk more ground in a day without 
fatigue or danger to my infirm Leg than I could on the 
30* h October & last Week I rode from Mepkin to Kensington 
& back again on a trotting horse & after the journey of 17 
or 18 miles felt myself equal to another of the same distance 
— nevertheless, I know & with respect to, my own state, 
always think, that in the midst of Life we are in Death. 
Yesterday was the tirst on which I ventured to ask a friend 
to dine with me, your Sister gave me her aid & her Company 
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& truly she is very notable & clever, but my furniture in 
general & most of the small articles have by the stroke of 
Lightning in November 1772 & other accidents during my 
absence suffered great delapidations, & I made a shabby figure 
both on Table & side board — I hope Urquhart will arrive 
before the l!* of February otherwise all my expected repara- 
tion will fail — the people will suffer no Goods of any kind to 

be landed after that Day. 

Miss Patsy is desirous of r»eing with me but I cannot consent 
to it unless I can obtain the assistance of a prudent House 
keepei such a one as you will see I have described in Well's 
& Timothy's papers in order to save the Young Lady from 
the trouble of improper branches of Housewifery in her 
present stage. ' — > Polly is as clever a little Wench as ever 
you were acquainted with & except yourself, I scorn flattery, 
she excels, I really mean except yourself & one more — 
James Custer is very well & behaves hitherto to my satisfac- 
tion, I have about me old Stepney who has been sober the 
last four days — Exeter Shrewsbury, the two Hagars & Lucy 
who with old Mamma Nm-se desire with great humility to be 
remembered to their Young Masters in England — so much at 
present for domestic concerns — 

Your Uncle & Aunt are well, the Ball families & all our 
relations I have seen most of them, all of whom have made 
kind enquiries after you & your Brothers & assured me of 
their friendship & good wishes — 

Write immediately to Mv Petrie at Geneve make my compli- 
ments & tell him I have had several conversations with my 
Brother 21 concerning him, particularly last Night, when it 
was agreed that he should remain where he is until he shall 
write his determination on one certain profession or business 
to which he is inclined to apply his future time & studies, 
after which his Uncle will give the necessary direction for 
his removal; from this conclusion we calculate his time to be 

21 James Laurens and Alexander Petrie married sisters, Mary and 
Elizabeth Holland, respectively. 
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at Geneve till September next. — he should be immediately 
apprized & loose no opportunity, of returning his final 
answer ' — » 

I have received a strange ambiguous kind of Letter from our 
Cousin in Union Court, let me know as well as yon can, her 
behaviour & particularly whether there has been any renewal 
of acquaintance with her destroyers — I have wrote to her by 
this conveyance. — 

On the 9* lx Inst the Inhabitants of Charles Town are to meet 
in order to chuse a Committee of thirty to whom on the 
ll* h the Country Committees are to be united & the whole 
will proceed to the choice of Delegates to represent this Colony 
in general Congress of the United Colonies at Philadelphia 
the 10* h May next — in the mean time the present Committee 
exert themselves in the Duty of their office — all goods 
imported from G Britain are sold at public Auction the first 
Cost& charges restored to the respective Owners & the surplus 
funded for the benefit of the distressed Bostonians even 
Pollys little Wax Toys were sentenced to the Ceremony — 
hitherto a mere ceremonj , because no person bids beyond the 
Cost & charges therefore the purchase is made of each parcel 
by the proprietor — after this Month expires the severe disci- 
pline of total exclusion will be put in force — some people 
have insinuated that an immediate Non Importation from this 
province & a stop to all Law proceedings will be moved for 
by a very strong party at the approaching Meeting I do not 
believe it — however it xany be so for the Eeins are not the 
hands of Town Men as formerly, I can perceive the superiority 
which the Country people claim — they are most numerous 
most wealthy & no Man is now supposed to be unequal to a 
share in Government— I see trouble & confusion in prospect, 
I veiw the scene with firmness of mind & am under no doubts 
but that honesty & truth will lead me safely through — I shall 
send yon tomorrow an extract from Mr Bullman's Sermon in 
August last which procured him a dismission from the Church 
of St: Michael — 1 do not write to Harry or James by this 
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opportunity tbej shall soon hear from me my love to them 
& particular respects to all the friouds & enquiring acquaint- 
ance of my Dear John 

Your affectionate friend & Father 
Henry Laurens, 
Endorsed: 4 th Jan? 1775. 

Desperiser Packet. 

[18.] 

Addressed: My. John Laurens 

at Mr 0. Bicknell's 
Chancery Lane 
?$ Capt Alex Curling 

2 DC*,, London 

Postmarked .- Dover 
Ship Lrl 



Charles Town So Carolina 8 th January 

1775— 
My Dear Son — 

I wrote to you four days ago ^ Le Despenser 
to which I refer — This incloses duplicate of a Letter intended 
by that Vessel for our good friend MI Oswald, the original 
was delivered to a pilot therefore it remains uncertain to me 
whether it was put on board you will enquire of M? Oswald 
& if he has not received it, then seal up this Copy & deliver 
it to him, if he has, retain the inclosed or destroy it. 
I am just now returned from your Uncle's where I passed 
part of this Evening & left him your Aunt & sisters all in 
good health 

Polly has attached herself to ine without much courting on 
my part in a degree somewhat stronger than common civility 
to a stranger, Your Aunt merits our utmost thankfulness 
for her care & attention to that little Orphan, the Union 
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seems to be between them as complete as if appearances were 

realities My Love to the two younger Boys I shall write 

to both to morrow — present me respectfully to each enquir- 
ing friend. I commend you my Dear Son to God's protec- 
tion 

Henry Laurens, 

Paper is very scarce in Charles Town, to Morrow will be a 
busy day on public affairs — dissentions are threatned, my 
business shall be to conciliate, & I natter myself with hopes 
of plucking up the Tares which have been sown by an 
Enemy, some folks talk of a new appointment of Delegates 
for the next intended Congress — & censure for the late 
Deputies for partiality in favouring the exportation of Rice — 
if any hard change is made we shall be thrown into disorder — 
I think, though a stranger among them, I shall clear up their 
doubts — Union patience through — shall be my [ 22 ] 

Endorsed: 8 th J any 

Curling. 

[19.]' 

Charles Town So Carolina 6 th ffebry 1775 
My Dear Son " — > 

By the Harrietta Randal & Eliot Waring 
went my last addresses the latest of which was the 28 t . h 
January. 

Your affectionate Letters of the 3? 4. 5. & 7 t . h December by 
TJrquhart & the Sandwich packet which contain much intelli- 
gence of American concerns claim my thanks; continue to 
transmit me all that is authentic & important as far as your 
avocations & close application to the main branch will admit 
of — but why confine your self wholly to America — you read 
of nothing but America ? you converse perhaps with none 
but Americans — Remember my late & often repeated advice 

22 One word torn out. 
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— what can be more grievous to both parties than often 
repeated advice ? 

Your spirited declarations of readiness to bleed in your 
Country's cause may sound well enough late at night in the 
Falcon — I entertain no doubts of your bravery and firmness, 
yet my Dear Son, I should be extremely deficient in my 
Duty if I forbore to tell you freely, that talking & writing 
of the "cheapness" of ones Life, bear no marks of either — 
Remember again the Story, of "Cool contempt for Death" 
expressed when there was no danger, by a person who had 
just before discovered the utmost disinclination to part with 
Life — such Speeches, such bounces, are void of common 
discretion, they contradict Instinct Reason & every days 
experience & too often draw Young Men into danger of 
ruining affectionate parents, distressing their best friends & 
of sacrificing their own Lives & Characters in much worse 
Causes than the liberty of their Country, sometimes for 
no Cause at all — Life is the Gift of God & we are account- 
able to him not only for, but for the improvement 
of, it — Reserve your Life for your Country's call, but wait 
the Call — mind your chosen business study to be quiet & do 
not neglect the proper means which lie before you for serving 
your Country — or rather for qualifying you in due time to 
serve it; if you do, there will be no dependence in any other 
case upon your steadiness — Alas ! how far have you diverged 
from the line marked out by yourself & highly approved of 
by your Father in the short space between the 29^ October 
& 5^ December ! I pray this paper may have a quick pas- 
sage & be blessed with the success of uniting with your own 
endeavours to bring you back again to that state of mind in 
which I left you. 

Consider a Moment, your voluntary proposition your deter- 
mined Resolution to keep close to study & to avoid a certain 
set of Company, compare these with the Gravesend trip your 
fellow labourers & the conduct there. "Reid was of the 
party & sent his Compliments"; was there no one of the 
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party also who has been deficient in common politeness (I 
dont say gratitude) who has not sent his Compliments nor 
answered a Letter nor said thankye for relieving me from 
great embarrassment & perplexity ? — Consider & compare 
your reasons for declining the proposed modest Journey to 
Bristol, with the projected & I suppose accomplished plan 
for a Romp to Cambridge & the party of whom no doubt the 
chief Engineer is the same whose principles you so readily 
penetrated & marked with so much Justice & severity — we 
must be civil to Mankind & sincerely so, but is there a neces- 
sity therefore for doing violence to our judgment to force our 
inclinations into intimacy with Hearts, which can never 
happily blend with our own ? — Are you so poor in valuable 
acquaintance, in Books, in Ideas, as to seek Company which 
inwardly you disapprove of — it cannot be. — were you under 
any restraint while your Father was in England ? No ! you 
were his Companion his bosom friend — whence then these 
retrograde motions immediately after his departure, like a 
Bird after long confinement fled from her Cage ? — have you 
grown sick of attention to your duty ? can you do justice to 
those & to this, & safely take your bosom full of promiscuous 
new acquaintances ? 

Loss of Time even at your Age is scarcely redeemable, no 
Man more sensible of this truth than your self, Why — ask 
your own heart & answer truly — Why were you desirous 
of another Year at Geneve ? 1 saw the reason & knew that 
if you were disposed you might pass that Year beneficially 
any where — if you were not — it could be done no where. 
In the ordinary course of affairs 1 should plead strongly only 
for the saving & improvement of Time, but in our present 
unhappy circumstances it would be neglect in me if I did not 
again sound the alarm of frugality in your Ears, it would be 
Criminal in you if you to delay one hour to pay a becoming 
attention. 

Some of yonr new associates have been Eminent in squander- 
ing large Sums for no Value received — Time slides away 
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from them while they are in Idle fatigue & vast expence, the 
consequence of which is, ignorance of their profession — they 
are adepts in every thing which Wise Men wish to be igno- 
rant of, Ohronies & intimates of Butterflies & Bobadils, 
never converse with Men of real Eminence — then follows 
that disgraceful pretence for Idleness all the rest of their 
Days, "an aversion & rooted dislike to their profession" 
'I hate the Law I never could abide it" — examine & you 
will discover they affect to dislike a thing which they are 
unacquainted with. 

If your first Month has given rise to such admonition I 
should tremble for the effects of eleven more, had I not great 
confidence in your understanding & docility — I will say 
nothing of Duty nor love of Fame the Road to which I am 
sure is not out of sight quite so soon- 

You know your stated Income in the hands of M r Manning 
& I still trust you will make me so happy as to find that you 
have kept within it; no happiness will result merely from 
the saving, but from a conviction thereby that you have been 
attentive to business, my Duty as Guardian to your self to 
your Brothers & Sisters constrain me to charge y r ou not to 
exceed it. — do not act inconsistently with your own senti- 
ments — the Eyes of your friends & of your Country are upon 
you, they are in expectation & think themselves in view of a 
valuable Casket, for your own sake, for theirs & for the sake 
of posterity disappoint them not by coming up a bundle of 
Carolina Rushes— more words to you would be unnecessary, 
therefore after bespeaking & commanding your attention to 
every word I have said, I bid the subject adieu & I hope for 
ever. 

The King's Speech & Addresses of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment are reprinted here & grown old already by familiarity, 
but we are not altogether void of thinking Men in our Com- 
munity, with these they have due weight & no more. — My 
Goods on board of Urquhart's Ship will be sold at public 
Vendue tomorrow I hope for the usual indulgence of buy- 
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ing them in myself. M r Manning will inform you of the 
narrow escape from being all sent back- 
Your Uncle Aunt & Sisters are all well & often speak of you 
with affection & esteem, I have a stated order to present 
their Love in every one of my Letters. I lately sent you a 
Letter from your Uncle; & your Sister Patsy who is an 
excellent translator of French & a very sensible Girl promises 
to acknowledge your late Address to her very soon. — I reiterate 
the recommendation of my Three Sons to your especial friend- 
ship & protection. I pray God to give you true Wisdom & 
true fortitude & I conclude with an assurance of my con- 
tinued regard & affectionate faithful attachment to your most 
valuable Interests. Henry Laurens. 

M. T . John Laurens. 



Endorsed: 6 th Feby. 1775. 
f Wilson 

[To be continued in the next number of this magazine.] 



